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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 HELSIN 02885 091452Z 
ACTION OES-07 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 FEA-01 AID-05 CEQ-01 CIAE-00 
ERDA-07 COME-00 DODE-00 EB-08 EPA-04 INR-07 10-14 
L-03 NSF-02 NSC-05 NSAE-00 PM-05 USIA-15 SS-15 
SP-02 INT-05 HEW-06 LAB-04 SIL-01 CEA-01 EA-12 
FRB-01 NEA-10 OPIC-06 TRSE-00 AGRE-00 OMB-01 /161 W 

122416 091454Z/44 

PR091431ZDEC77 

FM AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2156 

INFO AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 

AMEMBASSY OSLO 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 

UNCLAS HELSINKI 2885 

USOECD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SENV, ECE, OECD, FI 

SUBJECT: US POLICY ON TOXIC SUBSTANCES 

REE: STATE 281111, 

1. REFTEL AND DISCUSSIONS DURING AN OECD ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMMITTEE MEETING EARLIER THIS WEEK HAVE PROVIDED THE 
ONLY INFORMATION THE EINNS HAVE AT THIS POINT ON CONSIDERA- 
TION OF A TOXIC CHEMICALS CONVENTION. MASANEN OE MFA, 

AFTER DISCUSSION OE POINTS IN REETEL WITH OJALA, CHIEF 

OF THE INTERIOR MINISTRY'S ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS DIVISION, 

OBSERVED THAT THE EINNS' LACK OF KNOWLEDGE WAS NOT IN 
KEEPING WITH THEIR STRONG INTEREST IN ENVIRONMENTAL 
MATTERS. MASANEN NOTED THAT THE FINNISH PROPOSAL IN MARCH 
TO ECE EXECUITVE SECRETARY STANOVNIK OF THEMES SUITABLE 
FOR AN ALL-EUROPEAN CONGRESS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 HELSIN 02885 091452Z 

ON ENVIRONMENT HAD INCLUDED "CONTROL OF TOXIC 
CHEMICALS AND OTHER HARMFUL SUBSTANCES." 

2. MASANEN EXPRESSED SUPPORT EOR THE BASIC PHILOSOPHY 
UNDERLYING THE US THOUGHTS ON POSSIBLE ELEMENTS 

OF A CONVENTION. SHE SAID HOWEVER THAT THE FINNS 
WOULD NEED MORE TIME TO STUDY THESE THOUGHTS AND 
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CONSIDER LINKAGES WITH STEPS IN OTHER INTERNATIONAL 
CONTEXTS BEEORE THEY COULD STATE VIEWS ON SPECIEIC 
ELEMENTS OE A CONVENTION. SHE EXPRESSED SURPRISE 
THAT UNTIL NOW THE FINNS HAD NOT BEEN INEORMED OE THE 
BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS DESCRIBED PARA 5 REETEL WITH 
NORWAY AND SWEDEN. TYPICALLY THE THREE COUNTRIES CONSULT 
CLOSELY ON INTERNATIONAL MATTERS. MASANEN ASKED THAT 
USG PASS ON INFORMATION ON FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. 

RIDGWAY 


UNCLASSIEIED 


NNN 
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